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the existing accommodations of the place; but it turned
out that Captain Ferguson, and the friends whom I have
not as yet mentioned, were to find quarters elsewhere for
the night. His younger brother, Captain John Fer-
guson of the Eoyal Navy (a favorite lieutenant of Lord
Nelson's), had come over from Huntly Burn; there were
present, also, Mr. Scott of Gala, whose residence is within
an easy distance; Sir Henry Hay Macdougal of Macker-
stoun, an old baronet, with gay, lively, and highly pol-
ished manners, related in the same degree to both Gala
and the Sheriff; Sir Alexander Don, the member for
Eoxburghshire, whose elegant social qualities have been
alluded to in the preceding chapter; and Dr. Scott of
Darnlee, a modest and intelligent gentleman, who having
realized a fortune in the East India Company's medical
service, had settled within two or three miles of Abbots-
ford, and, though no longer practising his profession,
had kindly employed all the resources of his skill in the
endeavor to counteract his neighbor's recent liability to
attacks of cramp, Our host and one or two others ap-
peared, as was in those days a common fashion with
country gentlemen, in the lieutenancy uniform of their
county. How fourteen or fifteen people contrived to be
seated in the then dining-room of Abbotsford I know not
— for it seemed quite full enough when it contained only
eight or ten; but so it was — nor, as Sir Harry Mac-
dougal's fat valet, warned by former experience, did not
join the train of attendants, was there any perceptible
difficulty in the detail of the arrangements. Everything
about the dinner was, as the phrase runs, in excellent
style; and in particular the potage a la Meg Merrilies,
announced as an attempt to imitate a device of the Duke
of Buccleuch's celebrated cook, — by name Monsieur
Florence, — seemed, to those at least who were better
acquainted with the Kaim of Derncleugh than with the
cuisine of Bowhill,1 a very laudable specimen of the art.
11 understand that tois now celebrated soup was extemporized by M. Flor-

